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L.A.P.D. - A CASE STUDY 
IN RACIST VIOLENCE 


Excerpts from a speech by Kamal Hassan of the New African munity, at 39th and Dalton. They completely destroyed four 
People's Organization, given April 27, 1991 homes. They took people's clothing, put it in the middle of 

| ` the floor and poured bleach on it. They wrote graffiti on the 
O ver the last decade, Daryl Gates has become a symbol walls saying “LAPD rules”. They broke all the windows in 








of police terrorism in Los Angeles. In 1981 our com- the houses, destroyed dishes, took 
munity was outraged over the inordinate number of food out of the refrigera- 
our people being killed by police officers using the bar-arm 
choke hold. The community rose up and challenged the police 
department and Daryl] Gates on this. Gates’ response was to 
say that it wasn’t the police officer’s fault; it was just that the 
structure of Black people’s throats was different than that of 
“normal” people, so they couldn’t withstand this chokehold. 
On the first of August in 1989 approximately 80 LAPD 
officers attacked 50 Black people on the street in our com- 
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GAY PRIDE 
HUMILIATES KKK 





The Gay Pride Celebration in 
Fresno, CA. last June was picketed 
by the Ku Klux Klan, chanting, 
“Why does faggot remind me of 
maggot” and “Long Live AIDS.” 

Demonstrator Glen Bates decid- 
ed to unmask the hate mongers. 
Glen cut around the back of the 
Klan group, which was separated 

m the marchers by a line of po- 
lice. He walked into the midst of 
the robed Klansmen and grabbed 
the hood of the tallest one. The 
5'7", 140 Ib. Bates then ran back 
into the Fresno Queer Nation con- 
tingent of the parade, holding the 

ood high above his head. 

Both police and Klansmen gave 
chase. The march came to a halt 
and a group of lesbians surrounded 
Glen, giving him a brief respite. 
Yelling, “This kind of hate cannot 
be tolerated,” he took the opportu- 
nity to tear up the hood... 

The police broke through the 
line of lesbians surrounding Glen 
and arrested him. He spent six 
hours in jail before being released 
on $2,000 bail. All charges were 
later dropped. Good work Glen! 


CALIFORNIA DEPUTIES 
REINSTATED 

a 

Two Los Angeles County sheriff’s 
deputies fired more than a year ago for 
burning a cross in front of Black in- 
mates at the Men’s Central Jail were 
reinstated in September, 1990, with 

ck pay. As part of a settlement with 
the Sheriff’s Dept., Brian E. Kazmier- 
ski and Richard D. Bolks were rehired 

pite protests by the local ACLU 
and NAACP. 
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ARYAN NATIONS BOMB 
PLOTTERS GUILTY 





A Boise, ID. jury found Stephen 
Nelson, Robert Winslow and Proctor J. 
Baker guilty of planning to bomb a 

y bar and other targets in the Seattle 
area. 

"The three Aryan Nations members 
were arrested with bomb parts in their 
car. All three had attended a Hitler’s 
birthday celebration at the Aryan 
Nations headquarters in northern 
Idaho. Nelson was the leader of the 
group’s Youth Action Corps. 


CE AND IQ 


a 


Charles Murray, author of the con- 

troversial book “Losing Ground” and a 
ormer aide to Ronald Reagan, is 

working on a new book exploring the 
differences in intelligence between 
whites and Blacks and explaining dif- 
ferences in their economic and social 
standing. Harvard psychologist 
Richard Hernstein is helping Murray 
with the research. Murray is working 
under the auspices of the American 
Enterprise Institute. 


ANTI-SEMITISM 


a 


e A Kosher kitchen at a Macalester 
College dormitory was vandalized 
over the 1990 Thanksgiving holiday 
with anti-Semitic slurs and human 
waste. A note left behind said the van- 
dals were members of the Aryan Youth 
Movement. 

e Temple Beth Abraham in 
Oakland, CA. and Temple Beth 
Sholom in San Leandro, CA. re- 
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Dear JBAKC: 

I stumbled across your paper at a fo- 
rum organized by a group called the 
New Afrikan Peoples Organization. ` 

Your paper is very interesting to me 
for many reasons. I guess I’m naive or 
maybe because I’ve been living in 
poor, inner-city neighborhoods for a 
while—but I didn’t realize the Klan 
was a problem nowadays. Are they 
mostly middle-class, suburban white 
kids up north? 

The educational pieces, like the 
ones on John Brown and Chokwe 
Lumumba’s piece on flag-burning, 
were great. To me they showed 
Malcolm X-type self-determination in 
the 1800s and 1990s. Modern day ap- 
plications of Malcolm X and the prin- 
ciple of anti-racist self-determination 
are what I’m looking for. 

Tm a seminary student and really 
sick of all this nonviolence/love your 
neighbor stuff which never seeks truly 
fundamental change. I’ve read 
Malcolm X on this type of religion and 
totally agree, but I wonder, what does 
this mean for the 1990s? - 

In NYC the problem seems to be 
Jess the Klan and more racist structures 
which are harder to fight directly. I also 
work in housing and wonder if there 
are Currently people or groups who 
seek to block evictions of poor evict- 
ed/foreclosed people like I’ve heard 
the [Black] Panthers did. An article on 
how the Panthers did this and modern 
applications would be great. 

DR, New York, NY 


Dear JBAKC: 

It is clear that racial oppression is a 
prevalent dynamic found in American 
society. Racism is found everywhere. 
It varies from the overt acts of racial 
violence (over 2919 cases were record- 
ed nationally from 1980-1986), to the 
institutional racism which is more hid- 


den (Blacks and Hispanics are unem- 
ployed two times more than whites, 
unequal processing and sentencing of 

ple charged with criminal offenses, _ 
access to medical facilities, the list can 
go on and on...). 

Some say that it’s because people 
have racist attitudes, and that all we 
have to do is change “their” beliefs. 
But there is more to the process than 
that. Just examine when violent attacks 
are prolific. Who commits the racist 
attacks? Working class and poor 
whites who fee] threatened by minori- 
ties who have, in their view, “stolen 
my job, got a scholarship because the 
are Black, was uppity.” 

Working and lower class whites 
think that the miniscule amount of re- 
spect, power and wealth they have wil 


be usurped by Blacks, Latinos or 


Native Americans who should “legiti- 
mately have less” of these prized re- 
sources than whites. 

Thus, if America has a sincere in- | 
terest in ending racist attacks, we 
must alter the economic system which 
allows for a class system in which an 
elite can hold the majority of the 
wealth, while the vast majority is left 
to battle it out over limited resources. 
The battle where each group of lesser 
“haves” and “have-nots” blame each 
other for their problems and try to 
dominate the other unfortunate less 
powerful people. | 

Your paper seems to recognize that 
drastic, radical economic transforma- 
tion is required to deliver the promise 
of justice and equality for all. 

| : ES, San Diego, CA 
Dear JBAKC: 

I live in a small town in eastern 
Kentucky where Klan activity is thick. 
Although there are not many African 
Americans, Jews or homosexuals here, 
most of us are sick of the Klan and we 
want them out. 
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We believe in equality and the de- 
feat of fascism (even those who are not 
hardcore or punk share this view). 

My high school is torn between 
Kian supporters and Klan haters. I 
publicly show my disgust for racism 
by wearing the “No KKK! No Fascist 
USA!” tee shirt. | 

TRH, Phyllis, KY 


Dear JBAKC: 

Tam a 23-year-old skin from 
Charleston, SC and became very inter- 
_ ested in your group when I received a 
No KKK! No Fascist USA! from some 
friends. 

I am really impressed with what your 
organization is doing to combat racism 
and ignorance. The Christian Knights of 
the KKK marched (Supposedly to re- 
cruit new members) here last summer 
(July 8, 1990), but most people knew 
the deal and ignored the event. Some of 
my friends and I put up “No Nazis, No 
KKK, No Fascist USA!” stickers 
around the city, but I wish we had more 
time to develop something like a 
counter-demonstration. 


We are interested in starting a chap- 
ter of JBAKC in Charleston, so please 
keep in touch. The Confederate 
Hammer Skins are forming bigger 
groups in Columbia and Charleston, 
SC, Augusta, Atlanta and Savannah, 
GA and Fayetteville and Charlotte, 
NC. 

End Racism Now! 


JPF, Ladson, SC. 


Dear JBAKC: 

. Your attacks on David Duke and 
Tom Metzger hit the mark, though me- 
dia are already aiming at the two of 
them every day. I feel that more should 
be done to expose the lesser-known 
racists, women-haters who have far 
more influence in public affairs than 
might be imagined. 

One in particular is the leader of a 
group known and the “Euro-American 
Alliance,” a Milwaukee-based group 
that has been around since 1976. 


‘Donald Vincent Clerkin is the founder 


and present chairman. This organiza- 
tion denies the Holocaust and is anti- 
Semitic. But it is effective in insinuat- 


ing itself into local Milwaukee affairs, 
and even speaks regularly on a black- 
owned radio station. | 

Clerkin maintains a low profile, 
which is why national media have not 
focused in on him and the potential 
trouble he may cause. ADL knows 
him very well, as does the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center, though they’d 
rather leave a sleeping do lie—until the 
dog is at Jewish throats. Clerkin is just 
clever enough to know that national at- 
tention isn’t all favorable. 

We do know that he has relation- 
ships with some very prominent fig- 
ures in the United States, even Patrick 
J. Buchanan, and of course, with 
Metzger, Duke, Robert Miles and 
Richard Butler. 

The “Euro-American Alliance” is 
not a large group, just a platform for 
Clerkin’s notions on race and history. 
Nevertheless, we feel that he should be 
monitored more closely because of the 
potential harm he may do to the cause 
of racial justice and minority empow- 
erment. 

MZ, Richfield, WI 


Get Up, STAND UP...AGAINST RACISM 





AND FOR HUMAN RIGHTS! 





f you hate racism, sexism, homophobia and want to help defeat them, join tho 
John Brown Anti-Racist Network, 2 Great T-shirts show what you think 


Do the right thing...FIGHT RACISMI shows Martin Luther King shaking hands with Malcolm X; 
printed in teal blue and black on a white shirt $11.50 (includes postage). 


Stop Reacismi shows two hands outstretched to stop racism; printed in pale blue with black on a white a 


$11.50 (includes postage). 


dust Say No to Nazis! Kit. Includes stickers, stencil for covering racist grafitti, a copy of our newspaper, 
No KKK! No Fascist USA! and new info about racism in the music scene, on campus, the racist right, the Nazis, 
the KKK and what you can do to stop them. 54.00 (includes postage). 


Distribute No KKK! No Fascist USAI Spread the word and earn money to support your anti-racist work. 
Bulk orders (10 or more) just 60 cents per copy (includes postage), you keep the rest. 


Watch for our new video, a half-hour history of the KKK, the Black freedom struggle, Nazi skinheads and 


anti-racist action. Great for discussion groups, meetings, Rock Against Racism Shows. Coming in Fall, 1991. 


Racist Amerikkke: A Hidden History Study Guide Reads and syllabus from our UC Berkeley course, 


focusing on racism and the Black freedom movement. Great for discussions; useful for students, individuals or groups. Highlights al! the U.S. history you never leamed in school: slave revolds Black 
Reconstructions, Malcolm X, the Civil Rights and Black Power movements, and-the KKK, neo-Nazis and other racists. 300-page reader and curriculum. $30.00 includes postage. 
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By Ithaca Coalition Against the War in the Gulf 


ombs planted in mosques. Families beaten on the 
street. Small businesses vandalized or burned to the 
ground. People detained or interrogated by govern- - 
ment officials as potential “terrorists” —simply be- 
cause they have Arabic names. These are some of the ways 
that the U.S.-led war on Iraq affected Arab people in the 
United States. Anti-Arab racism has deep roots in U.S. soci- 
ety, but the Gulf crisis and war brought a new explosion of. ` 
open bigotry. As in past wars, U.S. patriotism translates easily 
into claims of white superiority—from media depictions of 
Saddam Hussein as a subhuman monster to U.S. troops call- 
ing Iraqis “cockroaches,” “camel kissers” and “sand niggers;” 





Printed in Parade Magazine, 1/20/91 


from George Bush denouncing Iraq’s “law of the jungle” to 
pro-war demonstrators in Ithaca, NY waving the Confederate 
flag. 


PHYSICAL ATTACKS AND HARASSMENT 

“America discovers Arab-Americans whenever there is a 
crisis,” explains John Zogby, executive director of the Arab 
American Institute, who recently completed an in-depth sur- 
vey of Arab-Americans. Anti-Arab violence increased 
around the 1973 oil embargo, the 1978-81 hostage crisis 
(even though Iranians are not Arabs), the 1982 bombing of a 
U.S. marines barracks in Beirut, the Achille-Lauro hijacking 
of 1985, the Palestinian intifada (uprising) which began in 
1987, and most recently the Gulf crisis and war against Irag. 


No KKKI No Fascist USA! 





The American Arab Anti-Discrimi- 
nation Committee (ADC), which 
records the number of reported hate 
crimes against Arabs and Arab-Ameri- 
cans, gives the following statistics: 

e. January to July, 1990, 5 hate 
crimes. 

. August to December, 1990, 41 
hate crimes. 

e January, 1991, 30 hate crimes, in- 
cluding 20 between the 16th and the 
31st. 

Anti-racists reported 34 attacks on 
Arab-Americans in San Francisco 
alone during the first three weeks of the 
war. In Several cities, families with the 
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on their screening policies. Under suit 
from the ACLU and an Iragi- 
American, Salan H. Salman, Pan Am 
dropped its restriction against Iraqis 
who are permanent U.S. residents. 
U.S. foreign policy has always 
been integrally linked with racism at 
home. The first acts of American in- 
tervention, after all, took place when 
European settlers laid claim to 
Native American lands and used the 
stereotype of “the savage” to justify 
mass deportation and murder. 
Racism has facilitated every act of 
U.S. expansion, including many 
“Indian wars,” the annexation of 
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PRINTED IN THE NEW YORK POST, 1/18/91 


last name Hussein have endured van- 
dalism and death threats. Bombs were 
place in mosques in Los Angeles and 
San Diego. A Saudi couple was sur- 
rounded and assaulted in a Houston 
shopping mall. A Palestinian-owned 
grocery store in Michigan was fire- 
bombed. An Iranian-American family 
in Maryland was beaten by a road 
crew; the father suffered a fractured © 
skull and is partially paralyzed. One of 
the attackers said, “I want to kill these 
foreigners to teach them a lesson about 
complaining in our country.” 


AGGRESSION ABROAD, 
RACISM AT HOME 

The barring of Iragis from Pan Am 
and other airlines is further proof of 
the paranoid reaction at home. With 
the outbreak of war, Pan American 
World Airways refused to carry any 
Iraqi passengers, including not only 
Visitors from Iraq but legal U.S. resi- 
dents as well. Other airlines, includ- 
ing United, Delta, and American, 
equivocated or declined to comment 


Mexico's northern half in the 1840s , 
and the conquest in 1898 of Hawaii, 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the 
Philippines. The line between for- 
eign and domestic aggression has 
blurred many times, for example in 
1973, when U.S. army and paramili- 
tary units, attacked the American 
Indian Movement encampment at 
Wounded Knee, South Dakota. 

In recent decades, U.S. wars over- 
seas have reverberated in attacks 
against various national and ethnic 
groups in this country. American in- 


volvement in World War I helped to 


trigger a nationwide persecution 
campaign against European immi- 
grants (many of whom were then 
considered “non-white”) along with 
anti-Black pogroms in eighteen 
Cities. At a recent hearing, Rep. 
Norman Mineta (D-CA) bore person- 
al testimony to what he called the 
“hysteria and racism” that can inten- 
sify in times of war. Mineta, who is 
of Japanese ancestry, was about 10 
years old when the U.S. entered 
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World War II and he and over 
110,000 other Japanese-Americans 
were confined to internment camps. 
During the Korean and Vietnam wars 
people of Asian descent repeatedly 
experienced racist attacks. In the late 
70s many Iranians in the U.S. began 
calling themselves Persians in order 
to shield themselves from 
widespread hostility to Iranians. 
Similarly, U.S. intervention in 
Central America exacerbated harass- 
ment and attacks against Latinos and 
Central Americans here in the U.S. 


STATE REPRESSION 

On January 13, 1991, White 
House chief of staff John Sununu 
(himself and Arab-American), re- 
ferred to 1,500 Iraqi students who 
had “slipped out of sight in the 
country on expired visas.” He ex- 
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plained that the FBI was “prepared to 
deal with these kinds of things as ag- 
gressively as this country has ever 
been prepared to do.” 

Sununu was referring, perhaps, to 
Operations Boulder, a federal re- 
sponse to the Palestinian commando 
attack at the 1972 Olympic Games in 
Munich. This operation, coordinated 
by the State Department, the CIA, 
the FBI and the Immigration and 


_ Naturalization Service (INS), round- 


ed up Arab-Americans and people of 
Middle Eastern descent, deporting 78 
and bringing over 100 in for ques- 
tioning. 

In 1985, Alex Odeh, president of 


“the Los Angeles ADC chapter, was 


assassinated. An FBI investigation 
produced no suspects iri the murder, 
but gave the government an excuse 
to jail seven Palestinians and one 
Kenyan, known as the “L.A. 8,” | 
whom the U.S. claimed had dissemi- 
nated materials that could be con- 


Strued as advocating the overthrow 


of the government. the “evidence” 
consisted of copies of Democratic 
Palestine—a magazine sold at news- 
stands across the U.S.. The L.A. 8 
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were released after 3 weeks, but the 
INS continues to seek their deporta- 
tion. | 
During hearings in the L.A. 8 case 
in 1987, a Los Angeles Times reporter 
“uncovered an INS-FBI “Contingency 
Plan” for “Alien Terrorists and 
Undesirables,” targeting visa and 
green card holders from Arab coun- 
tries and Iran. The plan set up intern- 
ment camps in Florida, Louisiana and 
North Carolina to be used in a nation- 
al emergency. These camps remain in 
"existence today. | 
In January 1991, during the Gulf 
crisis, the FBI began interviewing 
Arab-American community and busi- 
ness leaders, conducting over 200 in- 
terviews in one week. Under the guise 
of investigating anti-Arab hate crimes, 
agents asked questions about possible 
terrorist activity, such as “Do you 
“know anyone who wants to blow up a 
federal building?” Many Arab- 
Americans complained that the FBI 
seems to have approached them simply 
because they have Arab names. Des- 
pite such harassment, the FBI admits 
that there has never been an “Arab ter- 
 rorist attack” in the U.S., and that “no 
evidence of any terrorist activity has 
been uncovered.” The CIA has also 
visited college campuses seeking in- 
formation about Middle East students. 
The INS, too, has continued to tar- 
get Arab people, such as Khaled 
Shour, a Palestinian student jailed in 
Seattle on January 23 as a “potential 
risk to the national security.” Two 
weeks later an INS lawyer admitted 
that “the government has no specific 
information to say this respondent is 
a terrorist,” but said they would con- 
tinue the investigation “because 
Ashour is a common surname which 
may be linked with other suspects 
with that surname.” 


MEDIA IMAGES OF ARABS 

The Arab image, along with Arab 
resources, has long been colonized. In 
jokes, on T.V., in cartoons, comics, 
movies, and literature, the Arab is the 
fat, bearded, hooded, hooknosed man 
wearing a turban and riding a camel. 
He is the blood-thirsty terrorist menac- 


“ing our airports and the fabulously rich 


sheik hoarding our oil. At the same 
time he is the ignorant slave serving 
us: feeding us exotic Oriental treasures 
and pleasures, she is the lascivious 
shameless belly-dancer who entices 
our lascivious desires. Where do these 
images come from? Why have we ac- 
cepted them and the hatred that fosters 
them? Between 1975 and 1980 there 
was at least one anti-Arab image on 
T.V. per week. On Sesame Street and 
Arab figure was used to illustrate the 
word “danger.” 

“T.V. images are monochromatic. 
Viewers see Arabs only as perpetrators 
of violence, never as victims, especial- 
ly not the kind of state terrorism seen 
on the West Bank. There are no images 


_ of Arab arms being broken, Arab 


homes being blown up, Arab demon- 
strators shot dead. Nor are there many 
apolitical images. Viewers do not see 
an Arab doctor tending the ill, an Arab 
teacher giving a lesson in Algebra, an 


_Arab programmer working with a 


computer, an Arab man never em- 
braces his wife; families do not gather 
to go to Mosque or Church,” Cineaste 
Magazine observed in a 1989 article. 
In general, the Arab image has been 
a monolithic one, with little attempt to 
distinguish between the various sub- ` 
cultures found in the Middle East. 
However, during the events leading up 
to the Gulf war this already racist im- 
age has been reappropriated, explicitly 
targeting Saddam Hussein and the 
Iraqi soldier, implicitly dehumanizing 
and barbarizing the Arab people as a 
whole, and Iraqi civilians in particular. 
As a result, every 
American knows not 
only who Saddam 
Hussein is, but what he 
looks like. He has been 
assigned the Hitler role 
of the nineties, an im- 
age used to stir hate 
and fear, a rallying 
symbol to be de- 
stroyed. Images de- 
picting him as a mon- 
key, a rat, a spider 
help feed the various 
oppressive and racist 
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systems already established and pros- 
pering in our society. One such image 
on T-shirts shows Saddam Hussein’s 
head on the body of a spider with the 
words: “Iraq-no-phobia: Nothing a 
Little Raid Won’t Cure.” Saddam 
Hussein’s image as Hitler, coupled with 
his Scud missile launches against 
Israel, were used to justify the U.S. 
presence in the Gulf as protector of 
“Jews under attack,” manipulating the 
fears of many Jews, on the one hand, 
while fueling anti-Semitism on the oth- 
er. The focus on Saddam Hussein, an 
individual known to be responsible for 
violent atrocities against Kurds and 
other internal Iragi opposition, helped 
shift attention away from the policies 
catried out against Iraq by the Allied 
forces. It become easy to dismiss and 
forget the various attempts made at ne- 
gotiation before the war began. 
Stopping Hussein was used to justify 
the non-stop carpet bombing that sys- 
tematically slaughtered tens of thou- 


sands of Iragi people. In fact, the rally- 


ing cry went from “liberate Kuwait,” to 
“kill Saddam Hussein.” 

“The dehumanization and machismo 
modes coloring our perception of the. 
events unfolding in the Middle East are 
most exaggerated where the Iraqi sol- 
diers are concerned. Interspersed 
amidst the extensive footage of the 
“glorious” machinery of destruction 
that made up the allied force, the com- 
mentary constantly turned to the “ene- 
my” and how easy “he” would be to 
defeat. U.S. troops once again found 
themselves fighting in “Indian coun- 
try,” referring to the Iraqis as “sand nig- 





Time’s logo for the Panama invasion was a 
patriotic muscle...but for the invasion of Kuwait, it 
was a sinister octopus. | 
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gers,” “dune monkeys,” and “camel 
kissers.” At first this racist portrayal of 
the Iraqi people seems ironic consider- 
ing that a picture of an Iraqi is practi- 
cally indistinguishable from that of one 
of our allies, the Saudis or Kuwaitis. 
Upon reflections, however, it becomes 
Clear that what we are dealing with in 
the Middle East are good slaves and 
bad slaves, good barbarians and bad 
barbarians. Bush’s “New World Order” 
Only reproduces the systems of oppres- 
sion that have kept the Middle East un- 
der the neo-colonialist shackles of 
Western interests. When the war fades 
into our short memories, the distinc- 
tions between the Iragis and the Arab 
members of the Coalition will also fade 
and what will be left will be the images 
of these “sand niggers,” “dune mon- 
keys,” and “camel kissers;” images of 
the Iraqi soldiers as “cockroaches” 
twitching and groveling in the sand; 
images of the Arab enemy defeated. 


BEYOND THE GULF WAR 

American racism did not begin or end 
with the Gulf war, and its targets do not 
begin or end with Arab people alone. 
Within the U.S. military dehumanization 
of Iraqis has gone hand in hand with 
racism against Black troops. As a 
sergeant in the Harlem Transport 
Batallion said, “They want us to die like 
soldiers, but they treat us like children.” 
In the United States, the government’s 
campaign against Iraq has gone hand in 
hand with racist domestic policies. . 
Bush's veto of civil rights legislation, a 
“war on drugs” that mainly targets Black 
and Latino youth, massive cutbacks in 
social programs and a refusal to address 
problems of poverty, homelessness, edu- . 
cation, health care or AIDS. 

The UN delegation of the 
International Indian Treaty Council | 
warned that “we are very concerned 
that the present Middle East War will 
be used to justify acceleration of the at- 
tack on Indian lands and resources.” 
Such issues highlight the integral con- 
nections between racist oppression 
within the United States and continuing 
US. military and economic aggression 
in the Middle East and around the 
world. ¢. 
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BUSH 
“CHEERFUL” 
ON APARTHEID 








By GEORGE LIPPMAN Comprehensive Aoa Act of 1986, which 
Congress passed over Ronald Reagan’s veto. Bush now 
n July 10, George Bush thumbed his nose at claims that South Africa’s moves to end minority rule are “ir- 


Nelson Mandela, at the thousands who have died reversible,” and that it should be rewarded for its progress to- 
to end apartheid in South Africa, and at the thou- wards reform. 


sands who have gone to jail in the U.S. calling for Bush’s announcement was met by angry reaction from 
sanctions against the white racist regime. The president de- Black and anti-apartheid organizations, and a great deal of 
clared that he was “cheerfully” lifting most economic sanc- debate over how much progress really has been made. It’s 
tions against South Africa. too bad that the terms of the debate have become whether 
Sanctions are laws that limit _ South Africa has met the standards of the U.S. legislation. If 


































US. trade, loans and invest- the U.S. was really an anti-racist society, it would cut off 


ment in racist South South Africa until the Black majority was in power. 
Africa until it be- But a look at the legislation’s conditions for lifting 
comes a free soci- sanctions is helpful in seeing how little has 

ety. Bush never ‘changed. 

supported the 

sanctions en- _ SOUTH AFRICA WAS SUPPOSED TO 
acted by DO THE FOLLOWING: 

the 


` 1. Release all political prisoners: 
a a Independent human rights groups es- 
a "a o a timate that at least 850 political pris- 
|e | . oners remain; there are probably 
many more. The U.S. accepts South 
Africa’s definition of a “political 
prisoner.” So freedom fighters and 
those who defended themselves 
from police attack will not be re- 
leased. Also, hundreds of prisoners 
of the bantustans run by Pretoria’s 
Black puppets are not considered 
South African prisoners, although 
not even the U.S. recognizes the 
bantustans” independence. 


2. Repeal the state of emergency 
and release all detainees held under 
it: While the emergency was lifted 
last October, several laws autho- 
rize the Minister of Law 
and Order to declare 
“unrest areas” where 
police can arrest and 
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hold people without charges for 30 
days or more, and impose curfews. 


3. Unban political parties, and 
permit full participation in the polit- 
ical process. Though the popular orga- 
nizations were legalized in 1990, the 
very fact that the Black majority can- 
not vote ought to shame Bush into 
_ Maintaining sanctions. 


4. Repeal the Group Areas Act 
and the Population Registration Act 
and institute no other measures with 
the same purpose. Again, these basic 
apartheid laws have been dropped, but 
the repeal legislation specifically al- 
lows local property owners to “main- 
tain norms and standards,” like a maxi- 
mum number of residents in an 
apartment. While babies will no longer 
be registered by race, all people now 
alive are registered, and the white gov- 
ernment still hopes to use the racial 
lists as the basis for the next election. 
Finally, President de Klerk has rejected 
any notion of reparations. Black peo- 
ple may be legally allowed to own 
land, but all their wealth has been 
stolen by European settlers who have 
no intention of paying reparations. 


5. Enter into good-faith negotia- 
tions with truly representative mem- 
bers of the Black majority: The gov- 
ernment has met several times with 
leaders of the African National 
Congress. It proposes to bring its hand- 
picked bantustan puppets into the talks 
and draft a new constitution that pre- 
serves white veto power, or at least 
economic control. | 


THE OPPOSITION | i 
The ANC and all other liberation or- 
ganizations, such as the Pan-Africanist 
Congress (PAC), insist that a new con- 
stitution can only be written by a demo- 
cratically elected “constituent assem- 
bly.” At press time, the ANC has 
suspended these “talks about talks” until 
the government becomes more coopera- 
tive about releasing political prisoners 
and halting violence and repression 
against the liberation movement. 
“Though the movement to isolate 





“You are rewarding 
the South African 
Government for 
moves they have 
made towards 
abolishing racist 
laws... However, 
when you hand out 
this reward we wish 
you to do so with 
the clear knowledge 
that racism has not 
ended here and for 
political prisoners 
things are pretty 
much the same.... 
We face death with 
clear hearts and 
strong wills. All we 
require from you is 
that you examine 
your conscience in 
this matter as you 
collude in our 
continued 


imprisonment.” 





racist South Africa has been set back 


__ by Bush’s decision, other sanctions re- 


main in place. They range from the 
worldwide arms embargo set up in the 
1960s, to state, local and university di- 
vestment measures fought for by 
grassroots activists. These are in dan- 
ger too: the Justice Department is re- 


. portedly seeking a test case for a suit to 


force localities to drop their divestment 
ordinances, saying “only the Feds can 
set foreign policy.” | 
The South Africa solidarity move 
ment has its work cut out for it. The 


next year will see a renewed battle 


across the length and breadth of this 
country to maintain sanctions. Because 
so many victories were won in the 
mid-80s, the movement was demobi- 
lized. But now, as South Africa ap- 
proaches the conclusion of the strug- 
gle, it is the most dangerous time of 
all. If the government abandons sanc- 
tions, we must implement “people's 
sanctions,” including boycotts and de- 
mands for tougher legislation. We need 
to educate the public about the real sit- 
uation in South Africa. 

In July, a group of political prison- 
ers on hunger strike in the Bophutat- 
swana bantustan wrote to President 
Bush: 

“You are rewarding the South 
African Government for moves they 
have made towards abolishing racist 
laws, and you are at liberty to do so. 
However, when you hand out this re- 
ward we wish you to do so with the 
clear knowledge that racism has not 
ended here and for us things are pretty 
much the same....We face death with 
clear hearts and strong wills. All we re- 
quire from you is that you examine your 
conscience in this matter as you collude 
in our continued imprisonment.” - 

Bush’s conscience, if any, was not 
up to this dignified challenge. He 
doesn’t care any more about the life of 
a Black political prisoner like Lau- 
rence Mahila, on hunger strike in 
South Africa, than he does about Black 
political prisoner Mumia Abu Jamal, 
on death row in Pennsylvania. So with 
or without sanctions, the struggle will 
go on, as long as it needs to and as 
painful as the U.S. makes it. $ 
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LAPD—Racist VIOLENCE 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE |] 


tors and threw it all over the houses, 
ripped out plumbing and left the places 
under water. They completely de- 
stroyed staircases, making it impossible 
for people to get to their homes. 
- They went for a two block radius 
around the residences and grabbed ev- 
ery young Black person they could see, 
whether they were 
coming out of a 
liquor store, riding 
a bicycle, or driv- 
ing a car down the 
street. They put 
“them all in one 
yard and beat them 
for about 30 min- 
utes, then hand- 
cuffed them and 
threw them on top 
of each other into a 
police van. 

They drove the 
van around and 
around for about an 
hour before pulling 
into the Southwest 
Precinct Office and 
making a gauntlet 
line of police off- 
cers. They made all 
30 or 40 Black people come out of the 
truck and walk the line. They told them 
they had to whistle the theme song 
from the Andy Griffith television show. 
If they didn’t whistle or if they messed 
up, they were going to beat them. Of 
course, under that kind of stress, who 
could whistle? Several people got beat 
- then. They got them into the station 
house, beat them again, and forced 
- them to sign confessions saying that 
they were not harmed by the LAPD in 
any way. Also that night, a woman who 
was six-months pregnant was made to 
lie on her stomach for two hours. This 
brutality induced labor and she ended 
up giving birth to her baby three 
_ months prematurely. 


Gates’ response to this? There was 


‘no response. Due to suits that were 


brought by some of the families, two 
officers have been suspended, of the 
approximately eighty that were in- 
volved. The LAPD claimed this was a 
combination drug raid and response to 
threats made by gang members to po- 
lice officers. Only smal] amounts of 
drugs were found and none of those ar- 





rested were gang members. 

The damage done to the homes in 
the area was so extensive that the Red 
Cross came out to provide aid to the 
victims. 


Yes, the LA Police Department has a 
history of terrorism against our people. 
The beating Rodney King got is some- 
thing that goes on in Los Angeles every 
single night, and I bet my life that it is 
happening right now somewhere. The 
only thing that was unusual about it 
was that it was on tape. It gives you an 
opportunity to see what we live through 
every single day in Los Angeles with 
regard to police. 

Every time I get stopped by the po- 
lice when I’m driving in a car my life 
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flashes before my eyes because I know 
that if that officer is in a bad mood or 
he doesn’t like the tone of my voice or 
I move too quickly when I go to get my 
license out of my pocket he could very 
well kill me, and that absolutely noth- 
ing will be done about it. There has 


“never been a case where a policeman 


has shot and killed someone in Los 
Angeles and been brought up on crimi- 
nal charges for in- 
correct use of his 
weapon. 

One of the 
things that has 
been discovered 
through the orga- 
nizing around the 
King incident is 
that there are a lot 
of white 
supremacist gangs 
in the police de- 
partment. They 
have one called 
West Side Whiteys 
in West LA. There 
is one called the 
Vikings, and 
there’s the Grim 
Reapers. These are 
gangs of police of- 

| ficers who have 
ties to local white supremacist organi- 
zations that are out there on the streets 
beating, killing and maiming our peo- 
ple, and they have nothing to fear from 
the law. 

The Los Angeles Police Department 
has a long history of human rights viola- 
tions against our people. One of the 
sparks for the start of the Watts Rebel- 
lion in 1965 was police brutality - gross 
human rights violations that our people 
were suffering as a result of racist police. 

The first time that the LAPD Swat 
Team was used was in 1968 to attack 
the Black Panther Party offices on 
Central Avenue in Los Angeles. Over 
300 policemen attacked the building fir- 
ing thousands of rounds of ammunition. 
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They even dynamited the building from 
above by helicopter. Because one broth- 
er, Geronimo ji Jaga Pratt, was able to 
fortify that building using the skills he 
Jearned in Vietnam, none of the seven- 
teen Panthers who were in the office 


Edgar Hoover decided that they were 
subversive, the Black Panthers, as we 
knew them then, ceased to exist. But the 
Ku Klux Kian is still with us. Now what 
does that tell you? It says something 
very important to me about where 





“When I get stopped by the police my life flashes 
before my eyes because I know they could 
kill me, and absolutely nothing will 





be done about it.” 
were killed or harmed and they ended America is coming from. | 
up being arrested. But as a result, the Because of Daryl Gates’ racism and 


FBI made Geronimo Pratt a target. 

The Black Panthers were putting 
shoes on poor children’s feet, clothes on 
. their backs, food in their stomachs, and 
giving them some education. Because 
‘the United States government and J. 


arrogance, a lot of people have focused 
on him as an individual, leading a 
movement to get him out of office. The 


“problem is Daryl Gates represents a sys- 


tem which they are not indicting. It’s 
not about an individual; it is about a 


system of white supremacy. A system 
that says no matter what, white cuture, 
white individuals, white history is going 
to be supreme in this country, and any- 
body who is not white is not going to 
have any significant power or respect, 
and their lives aren’t going to be worth 
anything. 

The solution, from our perspective, is 
to develop grassroots organizations that 
are willing to take stands on these issues. 
We are not going to be able to pass 
enough laws or get enough progressive 
politicians to change this society enough 
to get it to be responsive to the needs of 
people of color. Just like the people in 
South Africa we are going to have to 
fight a national liberation struggle. 

The fight for freedom for Black peo- 
ple is actually a fight for the humanity 
of all people. The only real question is 
whether white people will pursue a hu- 
mane new world order—that would 
definitely be a new world order—or al- 
low this racist one to continue. + 


Twenty Years of Injustice: 
Free Geronimo Pratt! 








eronimo ji Jaga (Pratt) has ` 
entered his 21st year as a 
political prisoner of the 
U.S. government. Since 
1970, geronimo has been incarcerated © 
__ in California prisons for a crime he did 
not commit. Despite ongoing repres- 
sion on the part of the state, geronimo: 
and activists around the world have . 
continued to struggle for his release.” 
Now, recent developments provide an 
opportunity for geronimo’s freedom to 
become a reality: geronimo’s attorneys 
have submitted a petition to the courts 
for a new trial, based on newly uncov- 
ered evidence; and the International 
Campaign to Free geronimo ji Jaga 
(Pratt) has launched a new effort to 
free him, focusing on geronimo’s pa- 
role hearing in August, 1991. 

As a leader of the Black Panther 


Party in the late 60’s, geronimo was one 
of many activists targeted by the FBI’s 
illegal Counter-Intelligence Program 
(COINTELPRO). In order to “neutral- 
ize” geronimo, the government arrested 
him for a murder that the FBI knows he 
could not have committed. Evidence 
uncovered since geronimo's trial, 
through the Freedom of Information 


. Act, shows that the FBI infiltrated his 


legal defense team and purposely with- 
held critical information from the jury. 
When 60 Minutes did a documentary 
on geronimo’s case in 1988, four of the 
five jury members they interviewed 
stated that they would have voted for 
acquittal if they had heard the FBI-sup- 
pressed evidence during the trial. 
Geronimo is a highly decorated 
Vietnam veteran. He became involved 
in human rights struggles in the Black 


community after returning from Viet- 
nam and witnessing acts of oppression 
and violence against people of color in 
this country. The kind of attacks the 
government waged against geronimo 
and other political activists were de- 
signed to stop them from building self- 
determination and autonomy within the 
oppressed communities of the U.S. 
Since these attacks were for political 
reasons, geronimo is a political prisoner, 
as defined by international law. 
Organizations such as Amnesty Inter- 
national and the World Council of 
Churches have recognized the injustice 
perpetrated against geronimo, and have 
called for him to receive a new trial. 


NEW EVIDENCE 
Major developments are taking place 
in geronimo's legal situation. On June 
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3, 1991, in San Francisco, attorneys for 
geronimo filed a writ of habeas corpus 
requesting a new trial. This request is 
based on new evidence uncovered after 
two years of extensive research into 
geronimo’s case. The new evidence in- 
cludes testimonies by two highly re- 
spected legal investigators that they in- 
spected FBI wiretap logs which prove 
that geronimo was in Oakland, CA, at 
the same time when the murder for 
which he was convicted took place 400 
miles away, in Santa Monica. The new 
evidence also includes sworn declara- 
tions by a former Los Angeles Police 
Department captain and a former 
sergeant that the main witness against 
geronimo, Julius Butler, was an infor- 
mant for the FBI and the LAPD long- 
before he met geronimo. Butler denied 
this fact under oath during the trial. 
Furthermore, the new evidence includes 
a sworn statement by a member of the 
jury which convicted geronimo that the 
jury foreperson unlawfully met individ- 
ually with other members of the jury 
_ during deliberations to urge them to 
vote for conviction. Under 
California state law, this fact 
alone should be grounds for 
immediate reversal of geroni- 
mo’s conviction. 

The petition for a new trial 
is now being reviewed by the 
court, and actionis expected 
in the early summer. 
Geronimo has a long history 
of being denied justice 
through the “criminal justice” 
system. However, his legal 
team and the International 
Campaign believe that if pub- 
lic attention is strongly fo- 
cused on his case, the court 
will not be able to cover up 
the clear evidence being pre- 
sented. 

The International 
Campaign to Free geronimo is launch- 
ing an all-out effort to obtain his release 
this year. In August, 1991, geronimo’s 
case will be heard by the California 
Parole Board. This body has refused to 
grant him parole nine times before, de- 
spite hearing undisputed testimony 
from prison counselors of geronimo’s 


exemplary conduct. Only a grassroots 
campaign will force the government let 
geronimo go. Members of the veterans, 
religious, labor, anti-imperialist, and 
human rights communities are working 
together to mount a unified campaign. 


Prominent individuals already involved 


include U.S. Congressperson Ron Del- 
lums, actor Danny Glover, and head of 
the ACLU National Prison Project 
Adjoa Aiyetero. Examples of actions 
taken so far to demand geronimo’s 
freedom are: 

e the Vietnam Veterans of America 
San Francisco Chapter has passed a 
resolution calling upon the government 
to free geronimo, and has pledged to 
carry this resolution to all California 
VVA chapters; 

e the Northern California United 
Church of Christ (made up of about 
125 churches) has declared its support 
for geronimo, and is working hard to 
build a campaign in the religious com- 
munity for his release, 

e the International Longshore 
Workers Union (ILWU) Local 5 has 





passed a resolution pledging to partici- 
pate in a campaign to free geronimo, 
and is building a network of other labor 
organizations interested in getting in- 
volved; 

e city council resolutions are being 
put forward in Oakland and Detroit, 
calling for geronimo’s immediate re- 


- Jease, and establishing a “Geronimo ji 


Jaga (Pratt) Day” before the August pa- 
role hearing; 

¢ On July 9, Bay Area clergy and 
supporters gathered for an action at the 
State Attorney General’s office in San 
Francisco. More than 100 people at- 
tended and a dozen clergy and five oth- 


_ er Supporters were arrested for blockad- 


ing the building. 


WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Geronimo is only one of more than 
100 political prisoners and Prisoners of 
War incarcerated in U.S. prisons. Now 
is the time for you to become involved 
in the struggle for his release. For more 
information on how you can help out 
and to make donations, please contact: 

International Campaign to Free 

geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt) 

P.O. Box 3585 

Oakland, CA 94609 

(415) 268-0979 

Also, write a letter to the California 
Parole Board, demanding that they 
give geronimo justice now, through 





granting his parole this August 1991. 
Please send copies of parole board let- 


ters to the International Campaign ad- 


dress above. Parole Board letters go to: 
John Gillis, Chairperson 
California Board of Prison Terms 
545 Downtown Plaza, Suite 200 
Sacramento, CA 95814 ¢ 
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ANTI-SEMITISM, 
ISRAEL, AND 
THE GULF WAR 


for his own purposes. But casting 
Israel as merely the victim of Arab ha- 
tred and terror falsifies Israel’s expan- 
sionist history and present policies. 
Nor can arguments that Israel was cen- 
tral to the Gulf War be reduced to anti- 
Jewish scapegoating. 

It’s true that anti-Semites such as 
Lyndon LaRouche’s neo-Nazi organi- 
zation have used the anti-war move- 
ment as a recruiting ground—but at- 
tempts to label the whole movement 
anti-Jewish are false and irresponsible. 
As in the past, the charge of anti- 
Semitism has been used to mask the 
Jew-hatred of many right-wing, pro- 
war, and pro-Israel forces, to deflect at- 
tention away from U.S, and Israeli 
racism, and to smear supporters of 
Palestinian liberation. 

While pro-Israel forces tried to cre- 
ate a flap over anti-Semitism in the 
peace movement, little was said of the 
far greater danger of anti-Semitism 
from neo-Nazis and others outside the 
peace movement. 


REAGAN, THE RIGHT, AND THE 
RETURN OF HATE 

The rise of the Christian right dur- 
ing the Reagan years spread anti- 
Jewish ideology. Anti-Semitism is 
more common today than it was twen- 
ty years ago when the civil rights 
movement helped to discredit all forms 
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of ethnic bigotry. 

During the 1980s, for example, 
JAP-baiting became widely accepted, 
notably on college campuses. The 
Jewish American Princess (JAP) 
stereotype combines anti-Semitism 
with sexism and has rationalized nu- 
merous verbal and physical attacks on 
Jewish women. 

Anti-Semitic violence is on the rise 
nationally. More than 225 incidents 
were reported in 1990, including van- 
dalism and firebombing of syna- 
gogues, desecration of Jewish cemeter- 
ies, even the mutilation of a corpse as 
it was being transported for burial. 

When these incidents occurred, they 
all had the earmarks of right-wing, neo- 
Nazi activity—like swastikas painted 
on synagogues and tombstones. How- 
ever, as the Gulf War approached and 
progressed, this evidence was forgotten 
and these same incidents were used by 
the media and others to suggest that 
anti-Semitic attacks from Arabs posed a 
threat to Jews. While Arab people suf- 
fered dozens of violent attacks in the 
Gulf War period, there were no attacks 
on Jewish people by Arabs during the 
entire course of the war. 


ANTI-SEMITISM AND THE | 
ANTI-WAR MOVEMENT 

Unlike the Vietnam War, the US-led 
campaign against Iraq drew sizeable 
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opposition from the political right. 
Conservatives such as George Will and 
Jeane Kirkpatrick counseled against 
war before January 16th. The right- 
wing John Birch Society argued that 


. “American blood should not be used to 


guarantee oil shipments for anyone, es- 
pecially Japanese and Western __ 
Europeans who are far more dependent 
on Middle East oil than Americans.” 
While such language echoed the anti- 
war “No Blood For Oil” slogan, 
Lyndon LaRouche’s organization went 
further, seeking direct alliances with 
liberal and left-wing anti-war groups. 
Although often dismissed as a kook, 
Lyndon LaRouche has built one of the 
most formidable fascist organizations 


- in the U.S. since World War II. Since 


1980, the LaRouche network has field- 
ed numerous candidates and received 
millions of votes in Democratic Party 
primaries in every region of the coun- 
try. LaRouchians spearheaded the 
1986 California ballot initiative to 
“quarantine” people with AIDS, which 
received 2 million votes. During the 
1980s they raised an estimated $200 
million through legal and illegal 
fundraising efforts. Since the 1970s. 
they have built an extensive network 
for spying, propaganda and dirty 
tricks, such as helping Jesse Helms re- 
tain his senate seat in 1984 by gay- 
baiting his opponent. Although 
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worshippers into vi- 


_ those not steeped in anti- 


_ ture geared to a left-liberal au- 
dience, mixing conspiracy the- 
_ory with radical-sounding ex- | 
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LaRouche has been in prison since 
1988 for mail fraud and tax evasion, 


his organization has continued to run 


strong. | 

Central to LaRouchian ideology is 
anti-Semitism. Nazi groups have long 
scapegoated Jews for social and eco- 


_ nomic oppression, expanding old 


stereotypes of “Jewish 
usurers” and devil- 


sions of an evil, su- 
per-powerful race se- 
cretly plotting to 
control the world. 
Unlike many neo- 
Nazis, the LaRouchians 
mask their Jew-hatred 
behind code words — 
some commonplace 
(“Zionists,” “Wall Street 
bankers”), some obscure to 


Semitic literature (“British,” 

“Babylonians”). 
LaRouchians circulated 

sophisticated anti-war litera- 


pose. They noted correctly that 
the anti-Iraq war was planned 
long in advance, but blamed it on 
the “British” (read: Rothschilds, 
i.e., the Jews). They made a big 
point of being anti-slavery, arguing 
that slavery still exists in the Per- 
sian Gulf kingdoms, such as Saudi . 
Arabia, which the U.S. is defending. 
Unmentioned were the LaRouchians’ 
own longstanding ties with the fascist 
Ba’th Party that rules Iraq. | 

Unlike most neo-Nazi organizations 
in the U.S., the LaRouchians have gen- 
erally avoided an explicit white sup- 
remacist message. Recently they have 
made a push for African American 
support, recruiting right-wing Black 
spokespeople such as Rev. James 
Bevel, and have formed a working al- 
liance with Louis Farrakhan’s Nation 
of Islam, which also condemned 
Bush’s wat. 3 

LaRouchian anti-war activity re- 
ceived surprisingly little attention, and 
Jess analysis, in the alternative press. 


But several liberal critics, such as 

Michael Lerner, editor of Tikkun maga- 

zine, leveled vague charges of anti- 

Semitism that often painted the whole 

anti-war movement with one brush. 
Berkeley sociologist Todd 

Gitlin wrote 


sweepingly of a 
movement where “one hears flaming 


anti-Semitism, harsh indifference to 
Israeli casualties and fright. One 
hears the canard that this is a “Jewish 
war” because the Israel lobby sup- 
ported it...” Alisa Solomon repeated 
word-of-mouth reports that “some 
anti-war demonstrators” cheered the 
first news of Scud missile attacks on 
Israel, and “some stark-raving sectar- 
ians” in San Francisco chanted “Kill 
the Jews!” | 

‘Unquestionably there are anti-war 
activists—even anti-racists—who 
think or act in anti-Jewish ways, and 
our movements have a responsibility 
to confront this honestly. We need to 
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challenge those who equate all Jews 
with Zionism or all Israelis with the 
Shamir government, exaggerate the 
political power of a “Jewish lobby,” 
or reject all expressions of Jewish 
culture and concerns about anti- 
Semitism. But it is important to be 
clear and specific about such 
“charges, otherwise they play into 
the Jewish right wing’s penchant 
for labeling any critic of Israel 
“anti-Semitic.” | 
The related claim that the left 
wing of the anti-war movement 
has been “soft” on Saddam 
Hussein ignores the dozens of 
anti-war, anti-intervention, 
solidarity, and socialist orga- 
nizations which condemned 
both the Iragi and U.S. gov- 
ernments as part of the same 
system. Even the few 
groups who supported an 
Iraqi victory in the war 
also emphasized the re- 
pressive nature of 
Saddam Hussein’s gov- 
ernment, and called for 
its overthrow by the 
Iraqi people. 

A number of Jewish 
anti-war activists have 
spoken out against 

such vague and indis- 
criminate charges of 
_ anti-Semitism. 
Abby Smith of the 


International Peace Union, for exam- 


ple, argued that a whole movement 
was being blamed for the actions of a 
tiny minority. Others, such as media 
critic Eduardo Cohen, pointed out 
that the anti-Semitism charge often 
shuts down important analysis of 
Israeli policies. 


THE VICTIM STEREOTYPE 

Several Jewish writers have criti- 
cized government officials’ and the 
media’s manipulation of Holocaust 
imagery to mobilize support for 
the war. It’s not hard to see the 
hypocrisy in the U.S. calling 
Saddam Hussein an “Arab Hitler” 
after backing his regime for years as 
it killed hundreds of thousands of | 


17 





Kurds, Iranians, and Iraqi political 
opponents. It’s not hard to see the 
racism in the media presenting 
graphic images of Scud missile vic- 
tims in Israel (about 4 dead, 300 
wounded), while burying news 
about Iraqi casualties of the U.S.-led 
_ bombing (numbers unknown; per- 
haps 100,000 by some European es- 
timates). 

But the use of Holocaust imagery 
also has a specifically anti-Jewish mes- 
sage: Jews are back in their proper, fa- 
miliar role as victims who need pity 
and protection. One week into a war 
where the Pentagon barred the media 
from showing blood, newspaper front 
pages across the U.S. were plastered 
with the photo of an injured, bloody 
Israeli woman. The equation 
“TIsrael”=“woman’’=“victim” evokes 
the stereotype of passive (“effemi- 
nate”) Jews being led to the slaughter. 
-We should remember that while claim- 
ing to be their protector, the U.S. set up 
Israeli civilians for attack: Saddam 
Hussein had already announced he 
would strike at Israel if Iraq were 
bombed. And by using the Scud mis- 
sile attacks to help justify its presence 
in the Gulf, the Bush administration 
prompted not only knee-jerk pro- 
Zionism, but also the anti-Semitic sen- 
timent, “Let the Jews fight the war.” 

Some of the staunchest “friends of 
Israe]”—and supporters of the Gulf 
war---relish the image of Jewish vic- 
tims. Most of the Christian fundamen- 
_ falist movement adheres to what 
Andrea Dworkin has called “pedestal 
anti-Semitism.” As one Moral 
Majority official explained, “I love 
Jewish people deeply. God has given 
them talents He has not given others. 
They are His chosen people. Jews have 
a God-given ability to make money... 
they control the media...” Christian 
fundamentalists believe a strong Israel 
hastens the Second Coming of Christ. 
They look forward to a nuclear war in 
which the vast majority of Jews will 
die and the survivors will convert to 
Christianity. Pat Robertson, televange- 
list and former presidential candidate, 
endorsed the anti-Irag war with the 
chilling comment that we may be 


“coming to the end of this age.” 


ISRAEL AND THE GULF WAR 


Saddam Hussein's targeting of 
Israel and his claim that the Gulf crisis 
was linked with Israeli oppression of 


Israel has already used chemical 
weapons — including napalm and 
phosphorus bombs — against 
Palestinian and Lebanese civilians on a 
large scale. 

The danger has been constantly in- 





One week into a war where the Pentagon barred 


the media from showing blood, newspapers 
across the U.S. were plastered with the photo of 


an injured, bloody Israeli woman. 





the Palestinians have often been con- 
demned here as anti-Semitism. Indeed, 
scapegoating Jews is part of the issue, 
but not the whole story. 

Like many Arab governments, the 


_ Iraqi regime has used the Iragi people's 


anti-Zionist sentiment to deflect popu- 
lar opposition away from its own re- 
pressive policies. Although Zionists 
have often exaggerated Arab anti- 
Semitism, hostility to Jews has long 
been a reality in the Arab world, and 
has played a role in both the Islamic 
fundamentalist and secular Arab na- 


tionalist movements. In the 1930s and 


’40s indigenous Jewish communities 
in many Arab countries were attacked 
as “foreigners” and Zionists (although 
most of them were indifferent or op- 
posed to Zionism). In recent decades, 
several Arab governments have dis- 
tributed translations of The Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion, a notorious 
European forgery about a Jewish con- 
spiracy to take over the planet. 

This kind of bigotry distorts some 
Arab anti-Zionism, but does not create 
it—the underlying grievance is legiti- 
mate. The “international Jewish con- 
spiracy” is a myth, but Israel really does 
threaten the Arab world. It is not anti- 
Semitic fantasy but fact that Israe] has 
bombed six Arab capitals, killed tens of 
thousands of Arab civilians, and driven 
millions of Arab people from their 
homes and land. Legitimate fears that 
Iraq might attack Israel with chemical 
weapons often obscured the fact that 
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voked that Iraq might develop a nucle- 
ar weapon at some point in the future; _ 
but Israel has a stockpile of nuclear 
weapons now, and Israeli officials have 
expressed a willingness to use them. 

Saddam Hussein’s pose as champi- 
on of the Palestinian cause won him 
support because Israel and the U.S. - 
have refused to make any real conces- 
sions to Palestinian national rights. The 
Israeli state has forcibly displaced hun- 
dreds of thousands of Palestinians 
from their land and compelled them to 
live in exile for decades. It has tried to 
suppress any expression of Palestinian 
national identity. It has subjected 
Palestinians in Gaza and the West 
Bank to military rule, deportation, 
shootings, torture, curfews, “preven- 
tive” detention, and collective punish- 
ment without trial, while steadily seiz- 
ing more and more land and water for 
Jewish settlements. 

Israel’s oppression of the Palestinians 
is perhaps most glaring in the Occupied 
Territories. But it is integral to the very 
meaning of “the Jewish state,” which 
sentences Palestinians within Israel to 
second-class citizenship. By law, 92 
percent of the land in Israel may not be 
sold or leased to non-Jews; most 
Palestinian Arabs have no property 
rights and are defined as “present ab- 
sentees.” By law, “national develop- 
ment” is in the hands of agencies which 
serve only Jews. According to the Law 
of Return and the Nationality Law, Jews 
throughout the world may claim auto- 
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matic Israeli citizenship “by return,” 


while most Palestinians are forced to 
live in exile. Racial exclusivism per- 
vades Israeli institutions, such as the 
“socialist” kibbutz (communal farm) 


- movement, which for decades has 


barred Palestinians—and often Oriental 
Jews—from membership while exploit- 
ing them as cheap sources of labor. As 
long as Israel oppresses the Palestinians, 
future Saddam Husseins may use their 
cause to draw mass support. 
Palestinians have been among the 
principal victims of the Gulf War, in 
Egypt, where they faced persecution as 
“subversives”: in Kuwait, where thou- 
sands have been jailed and many tor- 
tured, and especially under Israeli rule. 
Israeli authorities kept the Palestinians 
in the Occupied Territories under 
house arrest for weeks and—violating 
a court order—denied most of them 
gas masks and other protection against 
Iraqi missile attacks. For decades 
Palestinians living in the Territories 
worked within Israel at low-status but 
economically important jobs, such as 
construction. Now, after the war, most 
of them are not being allowed back to 
work, their jobs taken by Soviet Jews. 
By thus severing its economic depen- 
dence on Palestinian labor, the Israeli 
state has paved the way for expelling 
the Palestinians from the West Bank 
and Gaza—and Israel's ruling coalition 





includes political parties which call 
openly for this measure. 


ZIONISM AND ANTI-SEMITISM 

If the Gulf War has offered the 
Israeli state a chance to intensify its re- 
pression of Palestinians, this outcome 
has been largely obscured here by cries 
of “Arab Hitler” and “Jewish survival 
in danger.” Ironically, this kind of 
knee-jerk response has long masked 
the Zionist movement’s own collusion 
with real anti-Jewish threats. 
Mainstream Jewish organizations in 
the U.S., such as the Anti-Defamation 
League, have made “support for 
Israel” the overriding factor in distin- 
guishing friend from foe. Thus they 
have fiercely attacked the anti-Semitic 
Nation of Islam—because it is anti- 
Zionist and Black—while aiding and 
supporting a vastly more powerful 


_ anti-Semitic movement, the Christian 


Right—because it is Papas and 


mostly white. 


The movement to build the Jewish 
state of Israel, has been a disaster not 
only for Palestinians, but also for Jews. 
Zionism was founded on the belief that 
anti-Semitism is natural and inevitable 
whenever Jews lived among other peo- 
ple—thus Jews should accept it rather 
than fight it. The leadership of the 
Zionist movement has long ranked aid 
to the Jewish homeland a higher priori- 


ty than aid to Jewish people. Shortly 
after the Nazis’ 1938 Kristallnacht 
pogrom, which killed 100 Jews, the 
British government offered to provide 
immediate refuge to thousands of 
Jewish children from Germany. David 
Ben-Gurion, later Israel’s first prime 
minister, opposed the plan: 

“If I knew that it would be possible 
to save all the children in Germany by 
bringing them over to England, and 
only half by transporting them to Eretz 


Yisrael, then I would opt for the sec- 


ond alternative. For we must weigh not 
only the life of these children, but also 
the history of the People of Israel.” 

The Israeli state has followed a sim- 
ilar policy of subordinating the needs 
of Jews to its own ends. Through the 
1960s and *70s, the Israeli government 
blocked independent western Jewish 
groups trying to aid Soviet Jews, and 
two years ago succeeded in pressuring 
the U.S. to limit Soviet immigration, 
forcing Soviet Jewish emigres to settle 
in Israel. Israel has developed close 
ties with anti-Semitic governments in 
Ethiopia, South Africa, and most noto- 
riously Argentina, where the neo-Nazi 
military junta conducted systematic 
terrorism against Jews. 

Far from freeing Jews from the dan- 
gers of anti-Semitism, Zionism has ex- 
panded Jews” scapegoat role into the in- 
ternational sphere. Far from giving Jews 
a “normal” nation state, Zionism has 


- created a state which is heavily milita- 


rized, perpetually at war, and massively 
dependent on foreign subsidies. Far 
from guaranteeing Jews religious and 
cultural freedom, Israeli law discrimi- 
nates against non-Orthodox religious 
Jews and subjects all Jewish women to 
reactionary Orthodox family law. 

Anti-racist activists will find it 
necessary to oppose anti-Semitism— 
both in American society at large and 
inside our movements—while chal- _ 
lenging those who discredit the 
charge of anti-Semitism by misusing 
it. Understanding Israel’s policies 
can also help us counter misinforma- 
tion about Israeli “democracy” and 
support the Palestinian people’s 
struggle for independence and free- 
dom. ¢ 
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A SEASON FOR JUSTICE: THE 
LIFE AND TIMES OF CIVIL 
RIGHTS LAWYER MORRIS 
DEES, Charles Scribner, $24.95 


REVIEWED BY MARY DOWD 


Morris Dees, the flamboyant civil 
rights attorney who heads the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, has waged a long 
and serious battle with the far right 
white supremacist movement. This bi- 

ography follows Dees from his poor 
rural southern roots to success as an 
anti-racist legal eagle. Inspired by the 
work of Clarence Darrow, Dees found- 
ed the Southern Poverty Law Center in 
“Alabama and began fighting racial in- 
justice, often under extremely trying 
conditions. 

This former cotton-picker learned to 
appreciate cultural diversity while he 
worked in the field shoulder to shoul- 
der with black migrant farm workers. 
His father, himself a tenant farmer, was 
Morris Dees’ role model. Unlike his 
counterparts, he eschewed racial preju- 
dice and treated his employees with re- 
spect and dignity. While Dees was de- 
termined to escape the poverty that 
trapped his family, he never forgot the 
basic human values instilled by his 
parents. 

Dees used his knowledge of direct 
mail marketing, perfected while he 
was a successful entrepreneur and 
McGovern campaign aide, to fund the 
Center, taking on cases which no one 
else would touch, 

His commitment to civil rights be- 
gan at the time of the Birmingham 
church bombings in 1965. As a law 
student he questioned the integrity of 
the white Christian church that 
preached justice and racial prejudice at 
the same time. His questioning led to 
ostracism for his family, but Dees’ 
convictions held strong. His battle 
against white supremacy began with 


Smith v. YMCA and continued with 
other landmark cases, securing his 
place in the civil rights movement. 
After the YMCA Dees took on the 


Alabama State Troopers, forcing them ` 


to permit black membership and re- 
cruitment. Then he proceeded to more 
direct confrontations with the criminal 
justice system. 

Dees took on the seemingly hope- 
less cases of Joan Little, jailed for 
killing a prison guard who tried to rape 
her, and the Tarboro Three, 3 young 
black men sentenced to death for al- 





Dees fashioned an 
ingenious suit that set 
the legal precedent of 

holding a racist 
_ organization 
responsible for the 
acts of its individual 


members. 


legedly raping a white woman. 

While Dees challenged racism and 
injustice for Blacks in this case, he had 
difficulty defining “consent” on the 
part of a woman. Perhaps this confirms 
the conviction by many women that 
American society is very much a rape 
culture. Even with diehard activists 
like Dees, we have a long way to go in 
establishing a community which ex- 
punges both racism and sexism. 

Dees and his co-author, Steve Fiffer, 
discuss his defense of Vietnamese fish- 
ermen harassed by the KKK in 


Book Review 
A Season for Justice 


Galveston Bay, as well as the plight of 
numerous black men languishing on 
death row, framed by a system that en- 
courages judicial bias. 

_ Dees himself became a target of the 
Klan and various neo-Nazi groups 
when his home and office were van- 


“Galized and his life threatened. Indeed 


Dees was warned by the FBI that his 
name appears regularly on target lists 
published by white supremacist 
groups, and his personal security is still 
an issue today. a 


LEGAL PRECEDENT 

One of Dees truly great contribu- 
tions to the anti-racist legal arena was a 
case in which Dees represented the 
family of Michael Donald, a 19-year- 
old retarded black man, lynched by the 
Klan in 1983 in Mobile County, 
Alabama. On behalf of Beulah Mae 
Donald, Michael’s mother, Dees fash- 
ioned an ingenious suit that set the le- 
gal precedent of holding the Ku Klux 
Klan organization responsible for the 
acts of its individual members. In this 
civil suit the jury awarded Ms. Donald 
7 million dollars, including the proper- 
ty on which the KKK headquarters 
stood. The suit financially crippled the 
KKK in Alabama, and undermined its 
political effectiveness. 

This legal maneuver was used again 
in a suit brought against Tom Metzger 
and the White Aryan Resistance 
(WAR) for their role in the murder of 
an Ethiopian man in Portland, OR in 
1989. This time the jury awarded the 
Seraw family $12 million. 

Of his life-long adversaries in the 
KKK Dees says: “These men and oth- 
ers like them are bright and completely 
dedicated. With a change of heart, they 
could build bonds between the races. 
Sadly, they hate so deeply that their 
words and deeds destroy all they 
touch. I cannot give up hope that they 
may someday change.” 


No KKKI No Fascist USA! 





KKK KK RIC. 


od of U.S. history, after the Civil War. 
Before that period, the government 
was a weak element of society com- 
pared to the massive force it is today. 
Slave codes, the laws which kept 
Slaves in line, were enforced by slave- 
owners and their overseers, who would 
deputize slave patrols from among the 
white population. Cities were small. 
Militias were called up from the armed 
white male population to put down re- 
bellions among the lower classes or to 


suppress the Native American popula- 


tion. 


SLAVE CATCHERS BECOME COPS 
However, with the abolition of slav-. 
ery, the conquest of the remaining 
Native American nations, and the 
growth of industry, new forms of con- 
trolling society and individuals devel- 
oped. Throughout the country, a per- 
manent army and professional law en- 
forcement bodies were organized. At 
the same time, the KKK was organized 
to terrorize and disenfranchise the 
freed slaves and restore the old slave- 








tlers began to take Native American 
land in the west, U.S. marshals were 
appointed (again with the power to. 
deputize) to lay down the Jaw until the 
white population could grow large 
enough to establish its own civic au- 
thorities. 

_ The relationship between groups 
like the Klan and these police forces 
has always been contradictory. On the 
one hand, particularly before the civil 
rights reforms of the 1960s, the KKK 
and the police tended to share many 
common values and enforce the same 
social order. Thus, during the 1920s, 
when the Klan was a mass movement 
throughout the U.S., operating within 
the Republican and Democratic parties 
and holding judgeships, governorships 
and other elected offices, the KKK 


would on occasion be deputized for lo- 


cal police operations. 
At times the organized right wing 


has played a useful role for the U.S. 


government, doing things the govern- 
ment would like to see done but can’t 
get away with. For instance, when the 
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for 20 minutes before local police in- 
tervened. 


STATE CONTROLLED VIOLENCE 

On the other hand, the state protects 
its monopoly on the use of force, and 
at times has cracked down on the vigi- 


"lance committees and lynch mobs. 


Moreover, the organized right wing’s 
agenda often runs counter to that of the 
State-—preparing for race war, for in- 
stance, or for the overthrow of the fed- 


_ eral government. 


After World War II, the government 
was under increasing pressure from the 
burgeoning civil rights movement to do 
away with Jim Crow. As legislation was 
being passed to curtail overt segrega- 
tion, the KKK, the White Citizens 
Council, and other groups fought to 
maintain the old order. The leaders of 
this fight were often office holders and 
law enforcement officials. For instance, 
when the Black civil rights leader 
Medgar Evers was killed, a state gov- 
ernment agency designed to combat 
federal civil rights reforms provided in- 
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formation on prospective jurors to the 
accused killer, Klansman Byron de la 


_ Beckwith. Beckwith implicated himself 


in the murder in the presence of an FBI 
informant, but the FBI never provided 
this information to the prosecution, and 
Beckwith was never convicted. 


CIVIL RIGHTS AND THE FBI 

The true role of the FBI in this pe- 
riod is particularly ugly. Under the 
guise of infiltration, the FBI set up 
dozens of klaverns, sometimes acting 
as leaders and public spokesmen. 
Gary Thomas Rowe, an FBI infor- 
mant, was involved in the Klan killing 
of Viola Liuzzo, a civil rights worker. 
He claimed that he had to fire shots at 
her rather than “blow his cover.” One 
FBI agent, speaking at a rally orga- 
nized by the klavern he led, pro- 
claimed to his followers, “We will re- 
store white rights if we have to kill 
every negro to do it.” 

Eventually, however, a number of 
factors finally changed the old order 
once and for all, Civil rights lawsuits 
ended legal segregation of the schools 
—and of police departments. The 
growth of a mass militant Black 
movement forced the government to 
support civil rights reforms. Lyndon 
Johnson’s landslide victory in 1964 
opened the door to Black elected offi- 
cials. The Voting Rights and Civil 
Rights Acts passed in the wake of ma- 
jor rioting in cities throughout the 
country. 

These measures did not end racism, 
or materially improve the conditions of 
Black and other oppressed people in 
this country, but they did change the 
political terrain. By the 1980s, the 
myth that Blacks were as integrated 
into American society as possible was 
commonly accepted. Affirmative ac- 
tion began to be depicted as anti-white 
discrimination. Most Klan groups now: 
demand “white rights,” depicting 
themselves as an oppressed group only 
seeking what it is entitled to. They still 





preach white superiority and depict 
Blacks, Jews and others as sub-human 
or satanic, but they have developed a 
new image and new respectability. 


‘THE POLICE AND THE KLAN 


Today’s Klansmen continue to 
draw on police and military forces for 
their recruits. A Klan klavern loyal to 
David Duke (now a Louisianna state 


. senator) was organized by Tom 


Metzger at a Marine base in 

California in the late 70s, resulting in 
violent confrontations with Black ser- 
vicemen. The military dealt with it by 


- scattering its members to other bases 


around the country, thus planting the 
seeds for Klan organizing in Texas, 
North Carolina, and elsewhere. 

In North Carolina, the KKK and 
the nazis set about building a united 
racist front, with support and guid- 
ance from government operatives in 
the two groups, and the cooperation 
of local police. Bernard Butkovich, an 
agent of the Federal Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms Agency and demolitions 
expert undercover in the local nazi 
party, helped them obtain automatic 
weapons. Ed Dawson, an informant 
for the FBI and the Greensboro police 
inside the local Klan, helped them 
unite with the nazis to attack anti- 
Klan organizers. In 1979 the Klan- 
Nazi united front murdered five anti- 
racist activists during an anti-Klan 


“march. Butkovich showed the klan 


gunmen photos of the top five 
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Communist Workers Party anti-klan 
organizers, and local police arranged 
to absent themselves from the scene 
until ten minutes after the shooting. 

Though the killers acted in broad 
daylight, their actions video-taped by 
TV newspeople, they were acquitted 
in both state and federal trials. 


Eventually, two cops and five nazi- 


klansmen were found liable in civil 

court in a suit brought by the victims” 
families. This episode set the tone for 
neo-nazi organizing by the KKK and 
other white supremacists in the ensu- 


"ing decade. 


Today, American police forces are 
a haven for racists. The Village Voice 
recently interviewed LA police offi- 
cers upset about the bad press the — 
videotaped beating of Rodney King | 
has given the LAPD. Says one: “You 
want to fix this city? I say you start 
out with carpet-bombing, levelsome 
buildings, plow all this shit under and 
start over again.” Says a second: “O 
yeah, there’d be some innocent peo- 
ple, but not that many. There’s just 
some areas of L.A. that can’t be 


“saved.” The “us against them” men- 


tality guides their daily lives and con- 
tacts with the public. 


They are on the front lines defend- 
ing the status quo in a society that, 
despite its democratic facade, consis- 
tently leaves Black people and other 
people of color at the bottom, in jail, 
out of work, sick, hungry, uneducated, 
and on the edges of survival. @ 
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Napoleon A. Chagnon, left, American Anthropologist, and Charles Brewer- 
Carids, Venezuelan naturalist at Konabuma-teri, one of 10 UG villages 
that remained isolated from the outside world, 


BETTER LEFT UNSAID: 


“I’m not going to discuss what I’m 
not going to bring up. It’s the new 
thing, a new approach. Even if I don’t 
discuss it, I’m not going to discuss it.” 
—George Bush, explaining his new 
policy on relations with the press. 


Drug czar William Bennett told a 
“Baptist convention that he believed 
Satan was to blame for the crack epi- 
demic, since he had heard many peo- 
ple in drug-treatment centers refer to 
the drug as “the devil.” Bennett con- _ 
cluded, “This as come up too often to 
be ignored.” 


Veterans Affairs Secretary Edward 
Derwinski apologized for referring to 
illegal aliens from Mexico as “wet- 


backs,” saying that the term “slipped” | 


“and that the phrase “had no intention 
of being disrespectful, other than being 
| Nee 


“I didn’t know that ‘faggot’ was a 
derogatory term. That’s what I’ve al- 
ways heard them called. I know that 
people don’t call them queers any more. 


—California Assembly member Gil 
Ferguson defending his choice of 
words in describing a group of gay 
protestors. 


“J absolutely regret these omissions, 
which were not lies, since the accusa- 
tions against me are groundless.” 

—Kurt Waldheim “apologizing” for 

trying to cover up his Nazi past. 


“Nobody’s told me the difference 
between a red squirrel, a black one, or 
a brown one. Do we have to save ev- 
ery subspecies?” 

—dnterior Secretary Manuel Lujan, 
complaining about the Endangered 
Species Act. 
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Outrageous 


Caption 
Department 


This photo accompanied the 
September 18, 1990 New 
York Times (p.C1) Science 
feature, “Gold Miners 
Threaten Indian Tribe.” 

Now, without reading the 
caption, how many men do 
you see in the foreground? If 
you said “three,” then you are 
not thinking the way the N.Y.. 
Times assumes you must. 
Congratulations! 


NOW READ THE 
CAPTION. 

Note the “Napoleon A. 
Chagnon, left.” No, the dark, 
short, Indian man on the left 
is not the anthropologist 
Napoleon A. Chagnon. 
Chagnon is actually in the 
center. 

To be a good, obedient 
Times reader, you have to 
train your eye to see only two 
men (the tall, white ones, that 
is) standing amid some jungle 
growth. 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

This true story is reprinted from 
Lies of Our Times, a magazine of me- 
dia criticism. For more information or 
to subscribe to LOOT (only $24 per 
year), write to Sheridan Square Press, 
145 West 4th Street, NY, NY 10012. 
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ceived minor damage after being at- 

` tacked on November 26, 1990. The 
bombings followed the November 20 
firebombing of San Francisco’s Jewish 
Community Center and Temple Beth 
Israel. 

e The Center for Democratic 
Renewal reports that Paul Myron 
Downing, 28 of Arleta, CA has been 
terrorizing his neighbor, John J. Ruiz. 
Downing has attempted to set fire to 
the man's house, shot out the kitchen 
windows, placed a burning cross on 
the man's lawn and spray-painted 
swastikas on his house. Downing 
thought Ruiz was Jewish because he 
subscribes to the Jewish Journal. Ruiz 
- isa Roman Catholic. 


FIRE CHIEF RESIGNS 








Blakeley, GA. Fire Chief Franklin 
Brown resigned on Nov. 19, 1990. 
Brown and the City Council were sued 
by members of the Concerned Black 
Citizens of Blakely and the Center for 
Democratic Renewal (CDR) in a class 
action charging Brown is a member of 


the Invisible Empire Ku Klux Klan and 
delivered “unequal fire protection” to 

the Black community. Brown had sued 
the CDR claiming he was the victim of 


a frame-up and that he had never been a 


member of the Klan. Brown's resigna- 
tion came just three days before his son, 
Dale Brown and Klan firefighter James 
Bryan Hall provided damaging evi- 
dence in a pre-trial deposition confirm- 
ing Franklin Brown's role as a high 
ranking member of the Kolomoki 
Klavern. Brown's removal from the fire 
department was one of the goals of the 
civil rights law suit. 
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Clip ’n’ Save 


1. BAD INVASIONS, OLD WORLD ORDER 
¢ Syria invades Lebanon (1976) 

¢ Vietnam invades Cambodia (1978) 

e USSR invades Afghanistan (1979) 

¢ Argentina invades Falklands (1982) 

¢ Libya invades Chad (1983) 


2. ‘GOOD INVASIONS, OLD WORLD — 
ORDER 

. China invades Vietnam (1979) 

o Iraq invades Iran (1980) 

° Israel invades Lebanon (1982) 

e U.S. invades Grenada (1983) 


-3, BAD INVASIONS, NEW WORLD 
ORDER 
o Iraq invades Kuwait (1990) 


4. GOOD INVASIONS, NEW WORLD 
ORDER 

° U.S. invades Panama (1989) 

¢ USSR invades itself (1991) 

¢ U.S. et al invade Kuwait (1991) 

o U.S. et al invade Iraq (1991) 


5. BAD HITLERS, OLD WORLD ORDER 
e Muammar el-Qaddafi 

e Mikhail Gorbachev 

e Hafez Al-Assad 

e Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 

e Daniel Onega 


6. GOOD HITLERS, OLD WORLD 
ORDER 

e Ferdinand Marcos 

e Manuel Noriega 

» Saddam Hussein 

e Augusto Pinochet 

e Deng Xiaoping 


7. BAD HITLERS, NEW WORLD ORDER 
e Ferdinand Marcos 

e Manuel Noriega 

e Saddam Hussein 

e Augusto Pinochet 


8. GOOD HITLERS, NEW WORLD 
ORDER 

¢ Mikhail Gorbachev 

° Hafez al-Assad 

¢ Deng Xiaoping 


9. BAD U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL RESO- 
LUTIONS, OLD AND NEW WORLD 
ORDERS 

e None* 


10. GOOD U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL 
RESOLUTIONS, OLD AND NEW WORLD 
ORDERS . 

© All of them.* 


* Traditionally, the U.S. supports all Good . 
Resolutions and vetoes all Bad Resolutions 
(such as resolutions on U.S. invasions of 
Grenada and Panama). So none of the latter 
have been passed. 


By Garry Trudeau, creator of the Doones- 
bury comic strip, reprinted from the New 


r 





No KKKI No Fascist USAI 


24 





"Thomas 





Promises 





By ANNIE JOHNSTON 


ush’s recent nomination of Clarence 
Bi. to the Supreme Court is in- 

dicative of the administration’s 
agenda for America’s future. After a 
decade of Reagan and Bush appointments 
the Supreme Court has been thoroughly 
packed and is managing to eliminate every 
basic advance in human 
rights gained since the civil 
rights movement began in 
the 1950s, 

Thomas is, to some ex- 
tent, icing on the cake. 
But icing laced with ar- 
senic, (“Let them eat 
cake”?) 

Clarence Thomas be- 

lieves he made it to the top 
"without any special help. 
This man, admitted to Yale 
Law School under an affir- 
mative action program, be- 
lieves that those who can 
not pull themselves up by 
their own bootstraps don’t 
deserve any better. 

“I firmly insist that the 
Constitution is to be inter- 
preted in a colorblind fash- | 
- ton. It is futile to talk of a 
colorblind society unless 
this constitutional principal 
is first established. Hence, I 
emphasize black self-help, 
as opposed to racial quotas 
and other race-conscious 
legal devices that only further and deepen 
the original problem.” 

So Thomas argues that the way to make 
racism go away is to ignore it. He’s doing a 
pretty good job: “The economy is great for 
blacks who have been fortunate enough to 
have used the ...opportunities available.” 

David Duke, the ex-Grand Dragon of 
the KKK and now a state senator in 


Louisianna, heaped praise on Thomas, It 


seems, Duke says, they agree on many crit- 


ical issues. Duke mentioned welfare and 


social services in particular. 


Thomas thinks welfare hurts Black peo- 
ple. In the early “80s, in a public speech, he 
used his sister as an example of the failure 
of will and spirit he believes keeps Black 


~ people in poverty: 
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“Dead at last! Dead at last! Thank God Almighty, they're dead at last!” 


“She gets mad when the mailman is late 
with her welfare check. That's how depen- 
dent she is. What's worse is that now her 
kids feel entitled to the check, too. They 
have no motivation for doing better or get- 
ting out of that situation.” 

Since she received 5165 a month in 
public assistance after giving up college to 
take care of a sick, elderly aunt while rais- 
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ing four kids, you can imagine why she. 
might be irritated when the check was 
late. She was, however, only on public as- 
sistance for four years. She has spent the 
bulk of her life working minimum wage 
jobs at factories and bakeries. Her kids are 
fine, thanks. 

But Thomas wants to eliminate the 
minimum wage, too. It’s because he is so 
| concerned about the high 
unemployment rate among 
Black teenagers, who, he 
says, “are priced out of the 
market.” Since people don't 
want to pay as much for 
their labor they should work 
for less? 

Thomas” disdain for his 
sister appears to fit right in 
with his attitude toward 
women in general. When he 
speaks on the topic of abor- 
tion, for instance, you 
/ wouldn't even know women - 
a _ | were involved. In a June 
1987 speech to the Heritage 
Foundation, Thomas argued 
that “natural laws” should be 
revived. He praised “a splen- 
did example of applying nat- 
ural law” (in this case, the 
right to life): an article com- 
paring fetuses to slaves and 
describing the abortions that 
have taken place since the 
1973 Roe vs. Wade ruling as 
“a holocaust.” 

Thomas, if confirmed, 
will feel right at home. The impact of these 
“Justices” of the Reagan-Bush Court will 
reverberate for generations—generations of 
children who drop out of schools that don’t 
educate, into a workforce with no jobs, and 
often into prisons full to bursting. Genera- 
tions of outsiders with no hope of getting 
in, no matter how hard they pull on those 
bootstraps. > 





